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Recommendations:  

Schools Forum is asked to note the response submitted to the DfE consultation Fair school 

funding for all: completing our reforms to the National Funding Formula. 

 

1. Purpose of the report  

1.1.  This report provides a copy of the Buckinghamshire response to the DfE 
consultation Fair school funding for all: completing our reforms to the National 
Funding Formula. 

1.2. The response takes into account the views of Schools Forum members following the 
discussion at the meeting of Schools Forum Funding Group on 20th September.  The 
invitation for this discussion was extended to all Schools Forum members because 
the main Schools Forum meeting was not scheduled within the timescale for 
responses. 

2. Background  

2.1. The DfE launched the consultation Fair school funding for all: completing our 
reforms to the National Funding Formula on 8th July 2021.  The consultation closed 
on 30th September 2021. 

2.2. This DfE consultation sought views on the next steps for moving towards a “hard” 
national funding formula (NFF) through which every school’s final funding allocation 
is determined by the same national formula and is not subject to further adjustment 
through a local authority formula.  This means removing the role of the local 
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authority in determining schools’ funding allocations and instead setting allocations 
nationally through the NFF. 

2.3. The NFF applies to funding for mainstream schools and academies.  Special schools 
are funded through the High Needs Block through a different funding mechanism. 

2.4.  Currently the NFF is used to determine the allocation of funding to local authorities 
however authorities still have the responsibility for setting a local formula to 
allocate that funding to schools.  This means that schools in different local authority 
areas may receive quite different levels of funding. 

2.5. Whilst there is still variation between local authority formulae, Buckinghamshire 
Council and Schools Forum have worked together to move the local formula 
towards the NFF in order to ensure that when the hard formula is implemented 
Buckinghamshire schools do not experience sudden turbulence in their funding. 

3. Consultation Response 

3.1. The Buckinghamshire response has been submitted to meet the consultation 
closure date and is attached as appendix 1 to this report.  The response was drawn 
up in consultation with Schools Forum members and also takes into account the 
views of council officers, particularly on specific issues such as changes to central 
DSG and the common financial year for schools.  Note that in some cases only 
straight yes/no answers were allowed however the rationale for the response has 
been included in brackets against these questions. 

3.2. Buckinghamshire has already made changes to its local formula so that it now 
mirrors the current NFF formula factors and funding rates.  This means there would 
be no material change in how primary and secondary school budgets in 
Buckinghamshire are calculated following a move to a nationally determined 
formula.  There are a small number of locally agreed premises related factors in the 
Buckinghamshire formula: 

 Exceptional circumstances – supports a very small number of schools with rent 
costs (3 schools, total £87k) 

 Split site allowance – to support additional costs of schools operating across 
more than one site (5 schools, total £42k) 

 Small school factor (11 schools, total 80k) 

3.3. Concerns about the impact on small schools of standardising these factors have 
been included in the response. 

3.4. The proposed changes to the Central Schools Services Block will impact on 
Buckinghamshire and concerns/questions about the potential implications are 
highlighted in the response.  It is noted that there will be further consultation on 
some of these issues. 


